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He set a guard and said: “ Q it these black arts
And sorceries to take thy proper shape,
Or else with this sharp cteel and battle-ax
Will I break up the stone.”
The sorcerer heard,
The stone dissolved like mist, the king was seen
In helmet and cuirass, and Rustam seizing
His hand turned laughing to the Shih and said : —
“ Permit me to present this piece of rock,
Which feared mine ax and quaketh in my grasp.”
The Shdh on looking saw him not the man
For erown and throne; he had a loathly face,
A lanky shape and boar’s head, neck, and tushes.
Kids recalled the past with pain and sighs,
Then bade a headsman hew the div in pieces,
Whom matchless Rustam taking by the beard
Haled from the presence of Kiiis. They hewed
The div to pieces as the great king bade.
They gathered all the booty from the camp,
And put together thrones and crowns and girdles,
Steeds, jewelry, and arms. The troops attended,
And each received according to his meed.
The impious divs, whom all beheld with horror,
Were then beheaded by the Shih's command
And flung beside the way. He said in prayer:—
“ 0 righteous Judge! Thou hast not left a wish V. 375
Of mine unsatisfied, hast made me conquer
These sorcerers, and revived my hoary fortune.”
He spent a week before the Lord in prayer,
Upon the eighth day oped the treasury-door,
And gave to all that lacked ; another week
So passed while every man received his meed.
The third week still within Mizandarin
He called for amber cups and ruby cups,
And spent a night in revel. Thus rethroned
He said to Rustam: “ Chief of paladins!



